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Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.05 pm]: I rise today to 
inform the house about mining development in Western Australia that is helping to drive environmental change. 

As the world moves from gasoline-driven cars to rechargeable electric and hybrid vehicles, there is a need for 
lithium to construct the batteries that power them. Western Australia is one of the largest producers of lithium. 
Currently, WA’s sole lithium producer is Talison Lithium Pty Ltd. The company’s Greenbushes project has been 
producing spodumene concentrate, a source of lithium, for over 25 years and exports over 400 000 tonnes 
annually. Lithium carbonate prices have almost quadrupled in the last 15 months, climbing from around $A7 500 
a tonne at the end of 2014 to almost $A29 000 a tonne in April 2016. The value of lithium produced in 
Western Australia in 2015 was more than $180 million. Lithium is used in ceramics, glass, consumer electronics 
and long-life batteries used in hybrid and electric vehicles, as well as energy storage systems. 

The production of lithium from Western Australia is expected to grow in 2016, particularly with the 
announcement by General Mining Corporation and Galaxy Resources on 1 April 2016 that mining and 
processing at their Mt Cattlin joint venture spodumene project near Ravensthorpe would restart. This mine was 
placed on care and maintenance in 2012, but is now expected to make its first delivery of concentrate in July or 
August this year. Western Australia’s lithium output is expected to receive a further boost from the 
Mt Marion lithium project, which is jointly owned and developed by Neometals Ltd and Mineral Resources Ltd. 
Construction of the project started in December 2015 and commissioning is scheduled for mid-2016, with the 
current resource estimated to be 23 million tonnes. Exploration work also augurs well for the state’s lithium 
industry, with Pilbara Minerals defining what it says is one of the world’s biggest new spodumene deposits at its 
Pilgangoora project, east of Port Hedland, with a resource estimate of 80 million tonnes. The future of lithium 
mining within Western Australia looks promising, with the state well positioned to benefit from this emerging 
industry. 
 

 [1] 


	LITHIUM MINING
	Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum


